THE CUE COLLECTOR

Tom Newman Cues
M ost Newman cues are good
playing cuesathough you can
get one or two whippy ones. They
are more like snooker cues, being
made in the style of Tom Newman's
own cuewhich was solid and played
well.

Tom Newman was actually born
"Tom Pratt" on 23rd March 1894 at
Barton on Humber, Lincolnshire.
However, he would soon move to
Londonwherehisfather had an hotel
inBow and wasauseful playerinhis
ownright, being capable of breaksin
excessof 200. Newman'sfirst public
gamewasat theage of 9yearsand he
was soon proclaimed the "Boy
Champion of London", athough at
that time an organised Boys'

Tom Newman: six times
professional champion

by Andy Hunter

These two cues are the rarest
in the Tom Newman range,
both being val ued around £250-
£350. From this point, all the
subsequent versions relate to
Newman's bresk of 1,370

3) Thethird versionissimply
inscribed "Champion Cue"
below animpressed signature
and it again references his
break of 1370. There is no
mention of a maker on this
badge. It has an ebony butt
distinguished with a front
mahogany or peduke splice
and anash or mapleshaft. This
is the most commonly found
Newman cue and would be
worth £120-£150.
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Championship did not exist. By 1912 he was becoming a prominent
player and seeing his potential, John Robertstook athreeyear contract
ashismanager. The opportunitiesafforded by Robertsbrought Newman
quickly into thelimelight of professional billiards. Developing rapidly,
Newman completed hisfirst thousand break (1,024) on 6th May 1921
in amatch against Birmingham professional Fred Lawrence a New
BurroughesHall, London.

He extended thiswith arecord break of 1,274 which camein aheat of
the Burroughes & Watts Tournament against Claude Falkiner in
December 1922. The break which occupied three sessions, took atotal
of 85 minutesto compile. Thisiswhat The Billiard Player had to say
about the conclusion: "on Saturday afternoon (the last day of the old
year) the break was carried to its mammoth total of 1,274 in the most
electrical aamosphere | can remember inahilliard hall. Every point of
vantage in the New Burroughes Hall from which a sight of the table
could be obtained was seized upon, and every stroke watched with an
intensity that made one almost afraid to breathe. The end of the
marvellous effort was atragedy, and produced groans from the crowd
that was hanging upon every movement of the player. In making ashort
losing hazard into the right top pocket across the head of the board,
Newman just grazed hisopponent'sball with hiscue. Only afew of the
onlookershad observed theincident, and therewasgenera consternation
when the voice of referee Eagleswas heard declaiming A foul stroke,
sir." It was atragic and inglorious ending to anew world's record, and
some moments elapsed before the crowd realised what had happened.
Then a storm of applause broke out which shook the building, after
whichthegenial J. P Mannock; (manager of the hall) madeafelicitous
little speech congratul ating Newman".

Newman extended hisrecord break to 1,370 in amatch against Willie
Smith at the Burroughes Hall which concluded on 8th November 1924.
Hiscelebrationswere somewhat tempered however, by having lost the
16,000 up match by 469 points. Smith also making a thousand bresk
with 1,173.

In December 1930 Newman improved his personal high break further
with 1,814 and followed this in March 1931 with a new personal
record of 1,827 in amatch against Walter Lindrum in Dundee.

Newman won the Professional Championship on six occasionsduring
the 1920s athough his achievements were overshadowed by Willie
Smith, (generally regarded to bethe best player at that time), refusing to
enter amid almost continual disputes with the Governing Body.

Thereare seven different Tom Newman cuesthat areknown to me. Al
of thesearevery similar in design incorporating most of the el ementsof
thetwo badgesillustrated, in various combinations.

1) Theearliest example| have seenisthe Tom Newman "record 1274"
with a Burroughes and Watts badge. It has a plain ash shaft with an
Indian rosewood butt and would have been in production for lessthan
two years between 1923-1924.

2) Ancther which is difficult to find is the first of Tom Newman's
"record bresk 1370" cueswhichisa soidentified with “ Burroughesand
Watts’ name. This has a jet-black ebony butt and an ash shaft. The
badgeis impressed with Newman'sfacsimile signature.

reference to the Worlds Record 1370 break, but the inscription omits
Newman'ssignature, substituting hisnamewhichissimply recorded as
"Newman" in larger print, with "Burroughes & Watts" written
undernesth. It most commonly hasan ebony butt with afront mahogany
or peduke splice. (E150-£200)

5) The fifth example is the same as version 4, but with a signature
instead of "Newman". It has the ebony butt with mahogany or peduke
front splice. (£150-£200)

6 & 7) Additional versions can be found identical to (5) except that
there isno maker's name. They can either have aplain ebony buitt, or
aternatively a peduke and mahogany front splice. Either of these
versions would be worth between £150 - £200.

Apart from the two earliest examples, Newman cues listed in this
article are generaly quite common. | have heard of other cues which
commemorate his 1827 and 1024 breaks, but as| have not seen them |
cannot confirm that they actualy exist. It should additionally be noted
that the actual model of cue used for the Tom Newman 1274 break
(version 1) can also befound with arange of different badges attached
to it, having been manufactured and supplied by Peradon & Co to
variousretailersfor thispurpose. With the possible exception of version
2—which may have been made by Burroughes and Watts—all of these
cues arelikely to have been manufactured by Peradon & Co.

NEwWS FROM THE SOUTH

Burgess Record in Portsmouth

DaveBurgesswas hardly asurprisewinner of therecently held annual
Portsmouth billiards championship, he had after al won the title for
the previous eight years. It was the manner of hisvictory and the high
bresksthat caught theeye. In hissemi against Steve Kearns, Dave made
abreak of 193, arecord for theevent, at hissecond visit to thetableand
further runs of 76, 70, 67 and 51 ensured a 500-103 victory.

In thefinal against local stalwart Stan Pitts, honours were even at the
halfway stagewith no significant contributionsfrom either player when
Daveembarked on abreak of 259, breaking therecord for asecondtime
that day and leaving him just 18 points short of his eventua victory
target which was secured at hisnext visit to guaranteeaninth successive
title by the margin of 600-292. What makes this achievement even
more noteworthy is that business commitments as an international
salesdirector mean that Daveis abroad on an amost weekly basisand
therefore hardly ever has the time to practice let alone get any
competitive matchplay!

OBITUARY ... BiLL WATSON
N. W. (Bill) Watson died at hishomein Torkey, Lincs; on 4th April
after along illness. He was 69. Bill was six times Lincolnshire
Billiards Champion and a team-mate of Ray Edmunds and Bill
Turner in the highly successful Lincolnshire team. Many people
will remember him asaregular player inthe mini-prix seriesduring
the "70s and '80s.






